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You've done the basics & you're ready for more.
Learn how to inspire others to maximixe your impact.

warrur GOURAGEOUS ACTION

Unprecedented times require bold action. Learn effective,
strategic ways to take courageous action.
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Take action if your redline is crossed. Use your
economic power to defend the Rule of Law.
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A LAWYER S TOOLKITTO HIGHT FOR THE RULE OF LAW

We have witnessed an
unprecedented assault on
American democracy &
the Rule of Law.

While we have seen an impressive effort from civil
rights and pro-democracy organizations to fight back
by litigating against this lawlessness, the vast majority
of the nation’s 1.3 million lawyers have remained on the
sidelines of the fight against democratic backsliding.

This is for a variety of reasons, including personal Research shows that while litigation is a critical
or professional fear, the fact that many attorneys element of defeating government overreach,

are cautious in nature, questions about whether any it is insufficient on its own. People power is

one individual can make a difference, and hope that necessary to stop the assault on the Rule of Law
the situation will simply go away. It is also because that our nation is facing and to prevent America’s
most lawyers, even if they want to do something, descent into authoritarianism.

don’t know what to do.
To that end, this toolkit and accompanying re-
Many attorneys are also looking for ways outside of sources describes very clearly what YOU can do
the courtroom where they can participate and lead as a lawyer to save our democracy.
in this defining moment in our country’s history.

A Sample From the Lawyer’s Toolkit for the Rule of Law / Download the full toolkit here.
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In this moment, when so much that we care about
throughout American society is under attack,
including the legal profession itself, it is up to us
to take a stand for the Rule of Law.

It is up to us to make our It is up to us to harness our It is up to us to use our
voices heard. cultural and economic power moral authority to mobilize
to hold anti-democratic actors the broader population to

accountable. protect our democracy.

In this document:

(CLICK ANY TOPIC TO
JUMP TO THAT SECTION)

A Sample From the Lawyer’s Toolkit for the Rule of Law /
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Download the full toolkit here.
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SCOTUS

Keep informed about key
legal issues of the day
by reading Just Security,

Steve Vladeck’s “One First” blog, and

Joyce Vance's “Civil Discourse” substack,

to name a few important resources.

Stay up to date on broader
democracy issues

by subscribing to newsletters from leading
pro-democracy organizations like the
Brennan Center or Protect Democracy or by

reading a book like On Tyranny by Timothy
Snyder or Autocracy, Inc. by Anne Apple-
baum. Check out expert Hardy Merriman’s

recommendations for how to resist demo-
cratic backsliding.

Y-

+

Create a LinkedIn
account
(Here's how) and connect with other lawyers.

Follow prominent legal commentators like
Gregg Nunziata and Mimi Rocah and legal

organizations like Lawyers for Good Govern-

ment. “Like” a post that you agree with.
If you really like it, you can repost it and
include your own supportive comments.

Follow the work of import-
ant litigation organizations.

Check out Democracy Forward, Democracy
Defenders, ACLU, Public Citizen, and CREW.

A Sample From the Lawyer’s Toolkit for the Rule of Law / PAGE 6


https://www.justsecurity.org/
https://www.stevevladeck.com/
https://joycevance.substack.com/
https://go.brennancenter.org/briefing?ms=gad_brennan%20center%20for%20justice_724632377476_1717766584_180304482708&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=1717766584&gbraid=0AAAAAC8kUVlWPROH5SJ8iWyYroL8FsyT2&gclid=CjwKCAiAjc7KBhBvEiwAE2BDOaqgnl-OHNqYQx0nSBWkLgD4GWzRdPcFPaF_rdYOuZrxXtVnzonlHxoCbL4QAvD_BwE
https://www.ifyoucankeepit.org/
https://timothysnyder.org/on-tyranny
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/725302/autocracy-inc-by-anne-applebaum/
https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/political-scene/jimmy-kimmel-and-the-power-of-public-pressure
https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/political-scene/jimmy-kimmel-and-the-power-of-public-pressure
https://www.linkedin.com/help/linkedin/answer/a1338223/signing-up-to-join-linkedin
https://www.linkedin.com/in/greggnunziata/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mimi-rocah-774610200/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lawyers-for-good-government/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lawyers-for-good-government/posts/?feedView=all
https://theruleoflawyers.org/?page_id=73
https://democracyforward.org/
https://www.democracydefendersfund.org/
https://www.democracydefendersfund.org/
https://www.aclu.org/
https://www.citizen.org/
https://www.citizensforethics.org/
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Attend a CLE on Attend a live pro-

the Rule of Law. democracy panel,

See this new CLE series on event, or debate.

the ABA's website. Your local or state bar association is a

good place to check for these. Leading
T slﬂplfﬂaﬂoﬂl 0[/0/(,0/”Mplﬂ pro-democracy organizations like the
I Brennan Center often host briefings on
key issues of the day.
CITIZENSHIP I

E’f__
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Take alook at the U.S. Listen to a Supreme
citizenship exam. Court argument

Test Yourself to see if you could pass the and follow along when the Court issues
test. How did you do in the practice? its final opinions of the term.

A Sample From the Lawyer’s Toolkit for the Rule of Law / PAGE 7


https://learningcenter.americanbar.org/pages/rolia-series
https://americanhistory.si.edu/citizenship/test
https://www.brennancenter.org/events
https://learningcenter.americanbar.org/pages/rolia-series
https://www.supremecourt.gov/oral_arguments/live.aspx
https://theruleoflawyers.org/?page_id=73
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Publicly retake your oath
to the Constitution

like thousands of lawyers did May 1, 2025,
Law Day. Look HERE to see the organizations
that hosted Law Day of Action events, includ-

11

Write an op-ed or letter to
the editor in your local paper
about the Rule of Law.

Local media remains an influential way to

express your views. It makes a difference!

ing the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Associa-

tion, Durham Bar, Philadelphia Bar Association,

among many others. Make your plan for 2026. 1\

Connect with others to get the ball rolling in

your community.
Attend a peacful protest
in support of democracy

Il and be sure to make a sign related to the
Rule of Law. When you're ready, organize
a protest. Be sure to check out the ACLU's
Protesters’ Right’s Toolkit.

Participate in citizen and
bridge-building initiatives.
You can read about those initiatives
HERE and HERE.

VI

v Sign on to a letter in defense
of the Rule of Law and the

Join a pro-democracy group. legal profession.

If you're right leaning, check out Principles
First and Society for the Rule of Law. If you're
left leaning, check out American Constitution
Society and People’s Parity Project.

A Sample From the Lawyer’s Toolkit for the Rule of Law / PAGE 9



https://www.lawyersforgoodgovernment.org/blog/lawdayofaction
https://lawdayofaction.org/law-day-sponsors
https://www.nga.org/disagree-better/
https://citizenuniversity.us/about/
https://www.pewresearch.org/journalism/2024/05/07/americans-changing-relationship-with-local-news/
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/protesters-rights
https://www.principlesfirst.us/
https://www.principlesfirst.us/
https://societyfortheruleoflaw.org/
https://www.acslaw.org/
https://www.acslaw.org/
https://peoplesparity.org/
https://democracyforward.org/news/press-releases/icymi-letter-bondi-reuters/
https://theruleoflawyers.org/?page_id=73

A LAWYER'S TOOLKIT TO FIGHT FOR THE RULE OF LA

VI VI

If you're at a law firm
that hasn’t taken a
position at this moment,
organize a letter within

Deans from 119 law schools
signed a letter in 2024 in sup-
port of the Constitution.

Is your school on the list? If so, reach out and

see how you can get involved. Check if they the firm encouraging its
will host a Democracy or Rule of Law forum. leadership to take a stand
for the Rule of Law.
SIMPLEACTION! CLICKTO JUMPIW 1
IX

If you're a general counsel at
a company, meet with other
general counsels

about key Rule of Law issues. If you're a law-
yer at a business, consider getting involved
with Intergrity Matters, Leadership Now, or
other pro-democracy business groups.

Take inspiration from small business leaders

in Minneapolis.

A Sample From the Lawyer’s Toolkit for the Rule of Law / PAGE 10


https://integritymatters.org/
https://www.leadershipnowproject.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/23/us/minnesota-businesses-protest-ice.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/23/us/minnesota-businesses-protest-ice.html
https://www.americanbar.org/news/abanews/aba-news-archives/2024/06/law-school-deans-letter/
https://www.americanbar.org/news/abanews/aba-news-archives/2024/06/law-school-deans-letter/
https://theruleoflawyers.org/?page_id=73
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Download the full toolkit and become
a hero for the Rule of Law.


https://theruleoflawyers.org/?page_id=73

——m RULE
FLAWYERS —

ADEMOCRACY RISING
COLLABORATIVE ProOJECT

We may from time to time, directly or indirectly, provide links to or accept
links from Web sites of other parties for convenience. We do not control
or maintain the material presented by other persons in their Web sites.
The inclusion of any link on our Web site does not imply any association
or relationship between Democracy Rising Collaborative and the person
sponsoring the linked site and does not constitute or imply any endorse-
ment, approval or sponsorship of the linked site by Democracy Rising
Collaborative, or the endorsement, approval or sponsorship of Democra-
cy Rising Collaborative by the sponsor of the linked site. The links do not
imply legal authority to use any protected rights of others reflected in the
links. We do not vouch for or assume any responsibility for the content,
accuracy or completeness of material presented directly or indirectly in
linked sites. If you use any of these links, you will leave the toolkit.

Without our prior written consent, you agree that you will not link our
toolkit to another Web site, or associate or frame material in this tool-
kit with another Web page or materials of any other entity. If we permit
such link, association or framing, you must agree to include or link with
it these disclaimers and to immediately terminate the link, association
or framing at our request, unless we otherwise expressly agree.

The Rule Of Lawyers.org
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